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Ten Spring Cleaning Tips for Vacuum Cleaners 
By Jolynn Kennedy — posted 04/21/2010 

 

Visit the Carpet-Care Section of the ISSA 
Bookstore!

Get the latest, most cutting-edge resources out there on specific 
cleaning applications such as carpet and hard-floor care at the ISSA 
Bookstore. You'll find training manuals, DVDs, books, and software 
programs designed to teach you and your staff best practices and 
techniques for cleaning, and more!

And now, for members only, we have a new, easy-to-use, quick, and 
secure Self-Serve Web portal for browsing and purchasing our valuable 
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educational resources. Start shopping now!

Spring is here and many cleaning professionals will soon be deep 
cleaning facilities, which involves thorough, detailed vacuuming. Before 
you start, remember that your vacuum cleaner too may need spring 
cleaning.  
 
The following list of spring-cleaning tips offers helpful advice to keep 
vacuums in tip-top shape all year round:  
 

1.  Change the filter bag when it is half full. This improves the 
efficiency of the vacuum cleaner.
 

2.  Remove, inspect, and clean the brush roll (beater bar). If there 
are signs of wear, the brush roll should be replaced. Remove 
hair, lint, and other items entangled on the roll. 
 

3.  Unscrew the cap on either end of the brush roll (if applicable) 
and remove any debris inside.
 

4.  Make sure the brush roll spins freely. If not, lubricate the 
bearings when possible.
 

5.  Check the belt for signs of wear—it should be taut. Typically, the 
belt should last about six months in commercial cleaning.
 

6.  Remove any debris that may have accumulated in the machine’s 
air passages.
 

7.  With the brush roll removed, look for cracks, unevenness, or 
worn spots on the interior casing of the vacuum cleaner. These 
could be signs of problems down the road.
 

8.  Clean or replace filters, including HEPA filters, per 
manufacturers’ recommendations.
 

9.  Wipe the outer casing of the vacuum cleaner; this helps prevent 
dust and contaminants from becoming airborne and clean 
equipment looks more professional.
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10.  Inspect cords and plugs. Some jansan service departments 
report repairing/replacing cords and plugs as the No. 1 vacuum 
cleaner repair problem.
 

 
A final tip is to have the vacuum cleaner checked every year. This can 
prevent a small issue from becoming a big problem.
 

Jolynn Kennedy is marketing manager for Tornado Industries. 
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Registration & Housing Is 
Now Open!

The ONE SHOW for the cleaning 
industry is now the ONE SHOW 
that is ALL ABOUT YOU! From the 
seminars created from your 
suggestions to the customized 
dashboard you unlock upon 
registering, you'll find exactly what 
you need at ISSA/INTERCLEAN North America 2010.

Whether you're interested in meeting the top 
suppliers, finding new customers, staying ahead of 
industry trends, or networking with peers, this 
event matches you to new opportunities—and 

much more!

 NEW The Building Service Contractors Association 
International (BSCAI) Annual Convention will co-
locate for the first time.  

 NEW Keynote by former British Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
 

ISSA/INTERCLEAN events are brought to you by:
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